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 Webinars on demand, available to all: 
• The IFC’s MALENA: What might artificial intelligence offer to IA?
• New Approaches to Challenges: Emerging technologies and analyses for biodiversity 

impact assessment
• Think Big 2050 City Megagrowth: Assessing and addressing the impacts of 

urbanization and many more!

 Upcoming events, including the IAIA24 annual conference

 Online training and mentorship through the Professional Development Program

 Free downloadable publications, like Best Practice Principles, IA FasTips, and more



https://2024.iaia.org/

https://2024.iaia.org/
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The State of Digital IA Practice 
Webinar Series

Webinar 4
Enhanced environmentally integrated design 
enabled by digital advances



What is Digital 
Impact 
Assessment?



Defining Digital IA…

“The use of advances in digital technologies and 
their applications in the pursuit of enabling more 

effective IA practice” 
Fothergill & Murphy , 2021

• Not formally defined in national IA laws / financial institution standards.
• Lots of different views of what is / is not within the scope of Digital IA - 

based on differing experiences and perspective on practice.
• IAIA Innovation Grant funded a project to help frame the subject, which 

led to the following broad definition:



The State of Digital IA Practice Report 
December 2021: 
https://www.fothergilltc.com/digital

Launch Webinar:
https://www.iaia.org/webinar-
details.php?ID=38

Digital IA workspace webinar Mar’22:
https://www.iaia.org/webinar-
details.php?ID=43

https://www.fothergilltc.com/digital
https://www.iaia.org/webinar-details.php?ID=38
https://www.iaia.org/webinar-details.php?ID=38
https://www.iaia.org/webinar-details.php?ID=43
https://www.iaia.org/webinar-details.php?ID=43


The State of Digital IA Practice identifies 
10 Elements of Digital IA Practice



Digital IA
Key Areas of Change Requiring Management

Data
Access, Integration 

and Trust

Engagement
Equity, Inclusion + 

Reach: Digital Divide 

Quality & Costs
More effective 
practices / loss 

skilled humans in 
IA? 

Safety, 
Privacy + 
Security



Transformations to Digital IA are 
progressing across global practice



The State of Digital IA Practice

Defined areas where more thought was needed 
as practice and technologies advance… 

Can digital IA 
provide new 

ways to 
demonstrate 

ESG outcomes?

Might digital 
move IA from 
plans/projects 

to geographies?

What role will 
AI play in the 

future delivery 
of the IA 
process?

Will open-
source data and 

tools enable 
democratization 

of IA?



Enhanced environmentally 
integrated design enabled by 
digital advances



Q&A - Discussion
Enhanced environmentally 
integrated design enabled by 
digital advances



Upcoming Webinars

Check out our upcoming webinars and register at 
https://iaia.org/webinars.php

   19 July:  Launching of the First Geoportal of Migratory Austral Geese 
                  An Online Tool   

1 August: Think Big: 2050 City Megagrowth – 2nd part 
  registration will open soon

https://iaia.org/webinars.php
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